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Lesson 12

This week, due to time restraints, we will not be able to offer a full 
preview of the weeks lesson,  but we will  focus on the main point. 
This is brought out in Monday’s lesson. What is the sin against the 
Holy Spirit?

In  Sabbath’s  lesson,  the  question  is  asked  “What  is  this  so-called 
unpardonable sin?”

Sunday’s lesson quotes 1 Tim 1:15 and asks “what was the purpose of 
Christ’s coming to this earth?”

The text says “Jesus came into the world to save sinners”

This text gives us a clue as to what the unpardonable sin is.  If Jesus 
came to save sinners, obviously the unpardonable sin is something that 
will lead you away from Jesus and his saving grace.

Sunday ends with the question “What most likely is this unpardonable 
sin?”

As we come to Monday’s lesson we begin to see the answer.

Monday’s lesson asks us to study Matt 12:22 -31.

After  reviewing  the  passage,  an  excellent  question  is  asked,  in 
referring to Jesus as those He was speaking to.

The lesson asks “Notice, too, to whom He was speaking?”

In Vs 24 we read “But when the Pharisees heard it…”
What was it they heard?

Notice the previous verses.
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“Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and  
dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both  
spake and saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this  
the son of David?” Matt 12: 22, 23

After witnessing the miracle, the people exclaimed “is not this the Son 
of David?”

This is what the Pharisees heard.  They heard the people were being 
convicted of Jesus.  They saw that many were beginning to believe on 
Him.  And so instead of allowing the Holy Spirit to convict them also, 
they stifled the conviction and declared these blasphemous words.

“This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of  
the devils.” Vs 24

This point is significant when the people said “is not this the Son of  
David?” What was it they meant, that the Pharisees did not like?

The Son of David means the Messiah, it  means He is the King of 
Israel, the Son of God.

This is  what the Pharisees didn’t  like,  and why they attributed the 
miracle to Satan.

The Pharisees didn’t want the people to believe Jesus is the Son of 
God!

The  people  in  exclaiming  “is  not  this  the  Son  of  David?” were 
confessing the Divinity of Christ!  (Mat 12:23) 

They understood from the Scriptures.
Notice:
“And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers,  
I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels,  
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name,  
and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his  
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father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten  
him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men:… 
And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before  
thee: thy throne shall be established for ever” 2 Sam 7: 12, 13, 14, 16

We know this  passage applied to  David’s Son,  Solomon.  See  in  a 
secondary sense. (1Chron. 22: 9, 10)

The Jews understood that God had promised David (see Ps 89:3, 4) 
that a seed would come from him.  From his posterity there would 
come a  king  who  would  “build  an  house  for  my  name”  and God 
would “stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever”

This is a beautiful prophecy to compare with Zech 6:12, 13.

In Paul’s sermon in the synagogue in Antioch he boldly declared the 
fulfillment of this promise.

“And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be  
their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found 
David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil  
all my will. Of this man’s seed hath God according to his promise  
raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:” Acts 13:22, 23

Compare also 2 Sam 7:14 with Heb 1:5

And finally we can not leave out: 
“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David  
a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall  
execute judgment and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be  
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he  
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  Jer. 23: 5, 6

Again we see God had promised to  raise “unto David a righteous  
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper”
“And this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS” margin – JEHOUA – TSIDKENV
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This friends, is what the people were convicted of, Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Son of God, their King and Messiah.

As Nathaniel confessed “thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of  
Israel” John 1:49

And this is what “the Pharisees heard” and they stifled the conviction 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  own hearts,  and  sought  to  immediately 
counteract  the  work  of  the Spirit  in  the minds  of  those  who were 
beginning to believe in Jesus.

These men were placing themselves outside of God’s reach, they were 
not only cutting themselves off, but were attributing the work of the 
Spirit in convicting others, to the work of  Satan! 

But the point we need to zero in on is the Pharisees were denying 
Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  were  in  danger  of  placing 
themselves  outside  of  God’s  reach,  particularly  in  the  light  of 
evidence.

Notice  the  comment  in  Monday’s  lesson,  it  gets  right  to  this  very 
point:

“Christ’s strong words didn’t appear in a vacuum. Instead, they were 
expressed in response to a statement by certain Pharisees who, after 
witnessing a healing performed by Jesus, said He “cast out devils” 
(Matt. 12:24) by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. This attitude was 
taken in the face of undeniable  evidence given them of His divine 
power: the holiness of His life, which they could but recognize and 
which they later tacitly admitted (John 8:46); His supernatural healing 
of  the sick (Matt.  8:14-17,  Mark 1:29-34,  etc.);  His  casting out  of 
devils (Matt. 9:32, 33); and His raising of the dead (Luke 7:11-17). 
However,  by  refusing  to  admit  Christ’s  divinity,  and  by  actively 
opposing Him, these men had placed themselves in such a position 
that they were forced to explain His works on some other grounds 
than divine,  and,  hence,  assigned to  Satan the  work  of  God.  They 
thereby closed their minds to the evidence of the Holy Spirit.”
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In the SOP we are told – “The sin of blasphemy against  the Holy 
Spirit  does  not  lie  in  any  sudden  word  or  deed;  it  is  the  firm, 
determined resistance of truth and evidence” {5BC 1093.1}

And this is exactly what the Pharisees were doing in the light of the 
“truth and evidence”

Notice again Monday’s commentary 
 
“However,  by  refusing  to  admit  Christ’s  divinity,  and  by  actively 
opposing Him, these men had placed themselves in such a position 
that they were forced to explain His works on some other grounds 
than divine,  and,  hence,  assigned to  Satan the  work  of  God.  They 
thereby closed their minds to the evidence of the Holy Spirit.”

What does it mean to refuse to admit Christ’s divinity?
It means to refuse to confess He is the Son of God.

It was this determined resistance, refusing to confess Jesus is the Son 
of God, as the people were confessing “is not this the Son of David” 
that was leading these men to cut off the Holy Spirit.

We always speak of the sin of the Holy Spirit as attributing the work 
of God to satan.  This is absolutely true, but we must reason from 
cause to effect.  And attributing the miracle Jesus had performed to 
Satan was the effect not the cause.

The cause was the Holy Spirit had convicted the people in the light of 
the evidence they had just witnessed to confess “is not this the Son of  
David?”

Which as we noted is the same as confessing is not this the Son of 
God? And the very next words we read are “but when the Pharisees  
heard it” 

This is the cause, they didn’t want to confess Jesus was the Son of 
God nor did they want others to confess Him.
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And this  cause led to the effect,  the next thing they say is  ““This 
fellow doth not cast out devils,  but by Beelzebub the prince of the  
devils.” Matt 12: 24

This is what leads to Jesus declaring in Vs 31 “Wherefore I say unto  
you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but  
the  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  not  be  forgiven  unto 
men.”

We have clearly seen the cause that led the Pharisees to receive this 
warning from Jesus was they were determined not to confess him, and 
were also just as determined to impede others from confessing Him as 
the Son of God!

But if this is so, why does the next verse say:
“And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be  
forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall  
not  be forgiven him,  neither in  this  world,  neither  in the world to  
come.” Matt 12:32

This text seems to contradict what we have learnt so far.

In  DA p  322  commenting  on  this  passage  we read  the  following. 
“Those  who had  spoken against  Jesus  Himself,  not  discerning  His 
divine  character,  might  receive  forgiveness;  for  through  the  Holy 
Spirit they might be brought to see their error and repent.” 
{DA 321.3}

Notice friends, the reason Jesus said “And whosoever speaketh a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him” is because the people 
who  were  denying  Him,  thinking  Him to  be  just  “is  not  this  the  
carpenter’s  Son”  (Matt  13:55)  they  had  not  discerned  His  Divine 
character” They had not discerned Him to be the Son of God.

And they can receive forgiveness, why? Because “through the Holy 
Spirit they might be brought to see their error and repent”
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The Holy Spirit will testify of Christ, as the Spirit was doing in the 
hearts  of  the  people.   And  the  Spirit  was  seeking  to  convict  the 
Pharisees  also  that  “they  might  be  brought  to  see  their  error  and 
repent”.

Notice this same theme in Luke 12: 8 – 10
“Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him  
shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:  But he  
that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.  
And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be  
forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it  
shall not be forgiven.”

In verse 8 Jesus declares “Whosoever shall  confess me before men,  
him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God”

The words “before men” means publicly.  Jesus promises those that 
confess Him publicly He will confess before the angels of God, which 
means in the judgment, see Rev 3:5 ; Dan 7:10 ; John 5:22, 23

In Vs 9 Jesus says “But he that denieth me before men (publicly) shall  
be denied before the angels of God”

This  is  exactly  what  the  Pharisees  were  doing,  they  were  publicly 
denying Jesus was the Christ.  This is why Jesus issued the warning in 
Matt 12:31 about the sin against the Holy Spirit.

Some may say there are many ways we can confess or deny Jesus in 
our lives, this is true.

But these texts are principally speaking about denying or confessing 
Jesus as the Son of God.  For they speak of judgment.  And if we deny 
the Son we cannot be saved. 

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 
Acts 4:12
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Notice also 

“Who is  a liar but  he that  denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is  
antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.  Whosoever denieth  
the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the  
Son hath the Father also.” 1 John 2:22, 23

Again we see; to deny Jesus is to deny He is the Son, which of course 
means as the verse says we deny the Father also!

And this is exactly what we see in Luke 12: 8 – 10

We have seen in Vs 8 Jesus promises to confess in the judgment those 
who are not ashamed to confess Him before men.

In Vs 9 we have seen that likewise, those who deny Jesus before men, 
those who want to teach the people that He is not the Son of God, 
them will He deny in the judgment.

Why, because remember we read that  “through the Holy Spirit they 
might be brought to see their error and repent”

And if they resist the Spirit, if they do not acknowledge their error and 
repent, there is nothing more God can do for them.

And this is exactly what Jesus says in the next verse.

“And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall  
be  forgiven  him:  but  unto  him  that  blasphemeth  against  the  Holy  
Ghost it shall not be forgiven.” Luke 12:10

With this understanding, let us come to 1 John 5

The apostle mentions this unpardonable sin here in Vs 16.  this text 
has been a mystery to many as to why John uses it here.  But with 
what we have learnt so far,  we can see how perfectly it  fits in the 
context of the epistle.
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This whole chapter is about believing that Jesus is the Son of God.

Notice:
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and  
every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of  
him.” 1 John 5:1

John begins by declaring that whosoever believes Jesus is the Christ, 
(which is synonymous with believing He is the Son) is born of God. 
We become “accepted in the beloved” Eph 1:6 and become adopted 
sons of God, 1 John 3:1
Also being “born of God” means to not sin 1 John 5:18

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the  
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 1 John 5:4

Here we also see being born of God means to have the victory over 
sin.  And how do we get the victory over the world? “even our faith”

Q – In whom must we have faith and believe in?

“Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus  
is the Son of God?” 1 John 5:5

We must have faith (believe) that Jesus is the Son of God.
Note the words “but he” they are significant.  It means only the one 
who believes. This is exactly what Jesus said in Luke 12:8, 9. The 
ones who would confess Him, he would confess, but the ones who 
would deny Him, He also will deny.

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for  
this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.” 
1 John 5:9

Here we see  that  even God the Father  is  testified to  as  a  witness. 
“which he hath testified of his Son”
See Matt 3:17 ; Matt 17:5 for God’s witness of His Son.
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“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he  
that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not  
the record that God gave of his Son.” 1 John 5:10

John  warns  us  if  we  disregard  all  this  evidence,  we  are  actually 
seeking to make God a liar, because we believe not the record.

“And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this  
life is in his Son.”  1 John 5:11

John points us to the record (the Scriptures) as the evidence of the 
many promises God has given us through the gift of His Son. See John 
3:16 ; Rom 8:32 ; 1 John 4:9, 10 etc

“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life.” 1 John 5:12

Again we see as in Vs 5, we must believe in the Son.  Much could be 
said on this verse, as we have been studying in the previous weeks. 
We literally need the Son’s life, we must die to self and allow Christ 
to live out His life in us.  As Paul says in Gal. 2:20

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the  
Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye  
may believe on the name of the Son of God.” 1 John 5:13

John again affirms, to receive eternal life we must believe on the name 
(authority) of the Son of God.  Compare John 5:27

“If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall  
ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There  
is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.” 1 John 5:16

Even with just a brief study of 1 John 5 we can see why John placed 
this  text  here.   Now  it  makes  perfect  sense  with  what  we  had 
established earlier.
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We saw earlier  Jesus warned the Pharisees they were in danger of 
blaspheming the Spirit, and the cause was that they would not confess 
Him. And were resisting the work of the Spirit  in those who were 
confessing Jesus as the Son of God.

We noted the same sequence in Luke 12: 8 -10
Jesus declared “But he that denieth me before men shall be denied 
before the angels of God.” Vs 9

And in the following verse He warns about the sin against the Holy 
Spirit.
In 1 John 5 We have noted the whole chapter is about believing in the 
Son, having life through the Son, overcoming by believing in the Son, 
and that we should continue to believe in the Son, He even states you 
make God a liar if you don’t believe in the Son!

This is why John warns about the “sin unto death” in Vs 16

Remember the words of the prophet
“Those  who had  spoken against  Jesus  Himself,  not  discerning  His 
divine  character,  might  receive  forgiveness;  for  through  the  Holy 
Spirit they might be brought to see their error and repent.” 
{DA 321.3}

This is what John is saying in Vs 16, remember he points us to the 
“record” Vs 10 John is saying if we reject the record of the Scriptures, 
if we reject the Father’s own testimony, if we continue to resist the 
conviction  of  the  Spirit.   And  continue  to  deny  Christ’s  “Divine 
character”. There is no more God can do.

Notice how John ends his epistle
“And we know that the  Son of God is come, and hath given us an  
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him  
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God, and  
eternal life.  1 John 5: 20

“My children, keep yourselves safe from false gods”
1Jn 5:21 Today’s English Version
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