
 
 

1 
 

 

Original Sin 

Are we Born Sinners? 

Part 2 
 

Bill Pinto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Restitution Ministries 
www.acts321.org 
info@acts321.org 

 
For further information please visit; 

www.thewordwasmadeflesh.org 

http://www.acts321.org/
mailto:info@acts321.org
http://www.thewordwasmadeflesh.org/


 
 

2 
 

The title of this presentation is Original Sin, 

Are we born sinners? Part 2   

 This is following on from a presentation I did 

not long ago with added material that I had back 

then but didn’t have time to present.   

 I really enjoy studying the reformation and I 

have learned some wonderful lessons which can 

become very important and encouraging, 

particularly at this present time.   

 One thing we can take from the reformation 

that is so important is that each of the great 

reformers like Luther, John Calvin and Zwingly 

were used mightily by God to bring truths to His 

people who were in darkness.  But to me the real 

heroes of the reformation are the people called the 

Anna Baptists -the Mennonites. The truths we 

enjoy today, like adult baptism, communion service, 

the Sabbath and religious liberty were opposed by 

the great reformers. We get these truths from the 

Mennonites, humble people that most are not even 

aware of today. These poor souls were persecuted 

because they stood for these truths- they didn’t 

have a Martin Luther or John Calvin to represent 
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them, or some great theologian of the day. The very 

reformers signed documents to have them 

persecuted because they believed these truths and 

stood for their faith. The lesson for us in our day is 

that what they were teaching was beautiful truth - 

adult baptism, the Sabbath, Communion service - 

things we take for granted toady.   

 We don’t need to study deeply to see the 

truth of these things. But if we lived in their day, 

chances are, you and I would have rejected these 

truths and these poor souls simply because the great 

reformers did. So when you study these things don’t 

pay attention to how eloquent somebody can speak 

or how knowledgeable someone may be. Instead go 

back to the word of God and see if what they are 

teaching is in harmony with the word of God. 

That’s my appeal to you this morning. 

 You know in Revelation 14: 6-7 our 

commission is to give the three angels messages. We 

are to call the world to worship God and to give 

glory to him. How do we give glory to God? By 

giving the message to the world; in the way we live 

our lives and the things we teach of God’s honor 
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and glory, of His justice and His love. This message 

swells to a loud cry when we come to Revelation 

18:1 where the whole earth is lightened with His 

glory. We will see a little later what the very 

foundation of that message will be - a message of 

the character of God, of His love and His justice. 

Keep that in mind as we look at some of the 

statements being taught today by some people and 

ask yourself if these statements in anyway glorify 

God and uplift Him as a just and merciful God.

 We did an extensive study previously on this 

same subject particularly in Romans 5:18 and also 2 

Corinthians 5:19 where we brought these two 

passages into harmony. We saw in that study that 

Christ, in the Garden of Eden, stepped in at that 

very same moment of Adam’s disobedience - not 

4,000 years later; disobedience which bought 

judgment and condemnation upon all.  When the 

second Adam met the first Adam He said, “Let the 

punishment fall on Me, man may have another 

chance.’”And so man was acquitted of all charges -

this is what Christ did in Eden - man comes into 

this world reconciled to God. You come into this 
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world at peace with God, not at enmity with Him; 

the Bible is very clear on this point. We come into 

this world acquitted of all charges - you are not a 

sinner; you are not charged as a sinner; these are 

not my words, I am simply stating Scripture. The 

previous study brings this out, you are a free moral 

agent, on probation, possessing moral and 

intellectual powers. Christ has placed enmity there 

so you have help, divine help in your battle in this 

world.      

 Who is it that teaches we come into this 

world born lost, hopeless and condemned and 

where were its roots founded? Regarding the 

teaching “we are born lost” I only know of three 

ways the Bible teaches a man is lost.  No 1. When 

you die; if you die and you are outside of Christ, 

you are lost eternally.  No 2. If you have quenched 

the Holy Spirit; if you have grieved the Holy Spirit 

away. You can keep living but you are lost, and 

there is no coming back from it. No 3. When 

probation closes. These are the only 3 ways I know 

of in Scripture that a man can be lost. Not when 

you are born. Certainly not when you are born. So 
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keep this in mind.      

 I believe the Lord is shedding some beautiful 

light upon His truth and some wonderful things are 

coming out. Another point I would like to bring out 

is that this discussion seems to be shifting to 

uncontested areas, e.g., salvation. No one’s teaching 

when we are born everything’s wonderful.  Our 

nature is fallen and depraved and flesh and blood 

cannot enter the kingdom of heaven; we need to be 

born again. This is why we go through baptism, 

repentance and forgiveness and strive and struggle 

and pray for God to give us strength. We certainly 

need to be born again; none of these things are 

contested.      

 We have a sinful nature, we are born with a 

sinful nature, but the question is this.  1.  Either you 

are born with a nature that has tendencies to evil, 

or 2. You are born with a nature which is itself evil.  

There are only these two categories.   

 The teaching that you are born with a nature 

which is itself evil, that nature is sin, is the absolute 

heart, the pillar foundation of original sin teaching.  

They teach the mind itself is sin, before you do 
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anything.  Where does this teaching come from?  

What does the Bible teach?   

 When you look at point 1 and 2 you may 

think there’s not much difference. But there is a 

very big difference - point 1 is Biblical, point 2 is 

pagan. Point 1 you have perfect harmony with 

Scripture and with the nature of Christ and you 

don’t have to redefine sin - sinful nature is not sin.  

Point two you have contradictions everywhere.

 What category does the following statement 

of Jack Sequeira fit into?  It’s from his book Beyond 

Belief. “A sinful human nature is itself sin.” Jack 

Sequeira Beyond Belief p 42. What he is saying is 

that from birth, before you have done anything, 

before you even think, your nature is sin. Where 

does this statement belong?  Point 1 - sinful nature 

with tendencies to evil, or point 2 - nature is itself 

sin and evil. It’s very obvious, it belongs in point 2. 

He says himself that nature is sin.  

 Notice this statement: This is David Clayton 

from his recent presentation: ‘What is Sin.’ He’s 

speaking about a baby.  “The nature of the thing 

makes it dangerous and therefore unfit for 



 
 

8 
 

existence.” (Babies)! ‘What is Sin?’ David Clayton.

 He’s talking about a child from birth, that its 

nature is dangerous; he says it’s unfit to live, it’s 

unfit to breath. What category do you think that 

belongs to? Sinful nature with tendencies to evil, or 

that nature is sin is evil itself. Clearly the second, 

it’s unfit to live, it’s dangerous.    

 By the way, who is Father of that little baby 

that has just been born, that is so dangerous and 

unfit to live a moment; who is the Creator of it?  It 

is God; God is the Father and Creator of that little 

baby.        

 So the obvious implication is that God looks 

down on His own creation, a baby that’s just been 

born, He looks upon this baby and He declares the 

baby a sinner. If you are going to teach we are born 

sinners, that we are unfit to live, dangerous, 

hopeless and lost, you are saying God creates us that 

way.         

 So God creates a little baby and God declares 

that baby to be a sinner, to be hopeless, lost, 

dangerous and unfit to live!  What did Jesus declare 

of children in His day? Remember He said, “Suffer 
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the little children to come unto me, forbid them 

not, for such is the kingdom of heaven.” Matt 19:14.  

He compared the innocent children in His day to 

the beauty of heaven. He’s particularly speaking 

about their willingness to learn. But nonetheless 

Christ did not think of children as being dangerous 

and unfit to live.      

 If you’re teaching that nature from birth is 

dangerous, unfit to live and hopeless etc., then 

that’s a pretty disgraceful thing to belong to the 

human race.  Jesus didn’t think so.!  

 Spirit of Prophecy says: “We cannot conceive 

of the humiliation He endured in taking our nature 

upon Himself,”  (notice this) “Although Jesus 

descended from his high and lofty position, to take 

upon our nature” (notice what inspiration says) 

“Not that in itself it was a disgrace to belong to the 

human race…” 1SM 406.2    

 If you’re teaching human nature itself is sin, 

dangerous and unfit to live, I would call it a disgrace 

to be a part of that race. It didn’t seem so to the 

Lord of glory, it was no disgrace to Him to partake 

of our nature.     
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 Pastor Clayton, speaking of infants, declares 

“The nature of the thing (babies) makes it 

dangerous and therefore unfit for existence”.  Now 

notice what Scripture declares, “I will praise thee; 

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous 

are the works of thy hands, my soul knoweth right 

well” - this is what scripture tells you about human 

nature. It’s not just speaking about anatomy here, 

but how man is made. Scripture says that I am 

fearfully made. Do you know what that word 

fearfully means? In Joshua 4:14 it says that God 

magnified Joshua in the face of Israel. And Israel 

feared Joshua, as they feared Moses. It means to 

revere someone or something, to hold it in awe, to 

wonder and amaze. That’s what the Bible says, 

that’s how you are to look upon a human being - 

with amazing awe and wonder at God’s work. Not 

that it’s dangerous and unfit to exist. God inspired 

David to write this, it’s what brings glory to God.  

God wants us to say: “Marvelous are thy works.” 

Not that man is hopeless and lost and can’t do 

anything good. Marvelous are His works, my soul 

knoweth right well.  
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It is because Pastor Clayton believes your 

nature is sin that he concludes a child from birth is 

hopeless, it’s, lost, it’s condemned, it’s dangerous, 

it’s unfit for existence. The baby is a sinner.  

Remember this statement - “It is absolutely 

impossible for us to do anything good.” ‘What is 

Sin?’ David Clayton.  No maybes. It is absolutely 

impossible for us to do anything good, even from 

the moment of birth. You will see where this 

teaching comes from.    

 Notice how consistent their theology is. “The 

only option available to us (until we are born 

again), is the option to commit sin continually.” 

What is sin? David Clayton.    

 If it’s absolutely impossible for you to do 

anything good, what’s the only option you have 

available to you? There’s only one - to do evil; to 

sin. That’s all you can possibly do. They are very 

consistent - and I’m not misrepresenting them. 

These are their public statements.   

 You know who wants you to believe that the 

only thing you can do is sin continually, that it’s 

absolutely impossible for you to do anything good, 
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that you are hopeless, lost, and dangerous, and unfit 

to breathe?  “Satan had known” (watch this now) 

“that he did not hold absolute sway over the world. 

There was seen in men the working of a power that 

withstood his dominion,” Desire of Ages page 115.  

This is what inspiration says, “The working of a 

power that withstands his dominion”, he can see it, 

he knows it, and he’s using ministers to tell you that 

it is impossible for you to do anything good. He saw 

the working of a power, he’s been seeing it working 

since the Garden of Eden, for 6,000 years he’s been 

seeing it - the Spirit working in man to do good.

 What do you watch in the news when there’s 

an earthquake somewhere, or a national flood, what 

do you see happen? You see people; volunteers and 

strangers, risking their lives to save others.  I 

particularly admire Australians for this because they 

go out of their way, risking their own lives to help 

people they don’t even know. They really come 

together when there’s a crisis. Where does this 

come from? They may not necessarily be Christians, 

yet they sacrifice themselves to help others.  Where 

does this comes from? It comes from Christ, “the 
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true light that lighteth every man that comes into 

the world”. So don’t believe that you cannot do 

anything good, that’s what the devil wants you to 

believe.      

 Notice inspiration again, in the same book, 

Desire of Ages, “While Satan can solicit, he cannot 

compel to sin”  pg. 125     

 The brethren teach we are born sinners, but 

this statement declares Satan cannot compel you to 

sin, he can’t force you. The devil, as mighty as he is, 

cannot force one human being to sin, not even 

once. Inspiration is telling you this, which should 

encourages you and give you strength.  

 Remember those who teach original sin teach 

that your nature is sin, that you’re a sinner before 

you even do anything - because of your nature. In 

other words the nature is the controlling force in 

the life. This next very important statement will tell 

you what it is that makes you sin and it’s not your 

nature, nor is it Satan.    

 “The lower passions have their seat in the 

body and work through it. The words “flesh” of 

“fleshly” or “carnal lusts” embrace the lower, 
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corrupt nature;” Sister White is clearly describing 

the fallen nature, the corrupt nature, the carnal 

nature - all mean the same thing. Notice what she 

says about it now. “The flesh (in other words fleshly 

carnal nature) of itself cannot act contrary to the 

will of God.”  This is inspiration, I’m not saying it. 

The fallen nature cannot act contrary to the will of 

God. The brethren teach you’re born a sinner, they 

say your nature is sin!  Inspiration declares “the 

flesh (carnal nature) of itself cannot act contrary to 

the will of God”.  Something else is required along 

with the flesh before you can sin.  Let’s read on in 

the same statement, “We are commanded to crucify 

the flesh, with the affections and lusts. How shall 

we do it? Shall we inflict pain on the body? No, but 

put to death the temptation to sin.”  Notice how the 

carnal nature is connected with the mind and the 

will. How do we put to death the temptation? “The 

corrupt thought is to be expelled.” AH 127  

 So how do you put away the temptation to 

sin? Expel the corrupt thought. How do you do 

that? You have a will, we are free moral agents and 

that’s what governs your life, it governs the 
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decisions you make, and your actions. You can 

expel that corrupt thought. Your nature cannot act 

contrary to the will of God; you have to allow it to. 

This is so important.    

 Notice what governs the sinful act. Is it the 

flesh? Is it the sinful nature? What does inspiration 

say? “The corrupt thought is to be expelled.” That’s 

why Sister White says “the devil cannot compel you 

to sin.”  You see how these passages harmonize. 

Your nature cannot act contrary to God’s will. 

Why? This is why, “The will is the governing 

power in the nature of man, the power of decision, 

or choice. Every human being possessed of reason 

has the power to choose the right.” ED 289   

That’s how you are made; you have power to 

choose the right! You don’t come into the world in 

bondage to the devil. You have a will, which is the 

governing power in your nature, not the flesh.

 Notice these two statements. “…the flesh of 

itself cannot act contrary to the will of God.” AH 

127 
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“Is man by nature totally and wholly depraved? Is 

he hopelessly ruined? No, he is not.” 9MR 238  

There goes your total depravity. You have a 

will, you can expel evil thoughts, and you are not 

totally depraved. To what category do they apply?  

1. Sinful nature with tendencies to evil, or 2. Nature 

is sin- Nature itself is evil?  Of course they apply it 

to category 1.      

 The essence of original sin teaching is that 

your nature is sin. So what the brethren need to do 

who are teaching this is they have to redefine sin to 

include your nature. Then they can show that when 

a baby is born it’s a sinner.     

 A baby cannot do right or wrong, it doesn’t 

have knowledge of the law; but they say its nature 

itself is sin; it’s a sinner when it’s born.  This is 

original sin teaching.    

 Notice this again: “The nature of the thing 

makes it dangerous therefore unfit for existence.” 

‘What is Sin?’  David Clayton.   

 This is pagan teaching, he is saying the nature 

of the child is evil, not that it’s sinful, not that it can 
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do good, not that it’s got intellectual and moral 

powers, not that it has a free will. It’s unfit to live 

anymore and it’s dangerous.    

 You see this came from Augustine 

predominately. Most of the errors in Christianity 

today come from Augustine and John Calvin. 

Augustine, as we know was a Catholic and John 

Calvin was studying to be a Catholic priest. 

Between these two men almost every error today is 

passed on through them. It came into Protestantism 

and even into the Adventist church to some degree.

 Augustine, before he became a Catholic, was 

a member of a sect called the Manicheans, who 

were a Gnostic sect, believed what the Gnostics 

believed - that nature is evil, inherently evil, 

especially humanity, and they could not accept that 

a God could partake of humanity. They could not 

accept this because to them humanity was totally 

depraved, totally evil and that a holy God could not 

partake of it.       

 If you remember in Daniel 2:11 when 

Nebuchadnezzar had that dream and he called the 

magicians and the astrologers and soothsayers and 
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Chaldeans to interpret the dream, the Chaldeans 

said to the king, “It is a hard thing that thou 

requirest of us. For only the gods whose dwelling is 

not with flesh could answer that.” You see the 

pagans believe that the gods do not dwell with 

flesh.        

 In 1 John 4 this is what the apostle John is 

addressing when he says, “Test the spirits for not 

every spirit is of God, for even the spirit that 

confesseth not that Jesus is come in the flesh is not 

of God. This is the spirit of antichrist.”  He was 

addressing the Gnostics of his day.  

 The Gnostics claimed to be Christians but 

they were not. They mixed eastern spiritualism 

with some Christianity - it goes all the way back to 

Babylon and this is what is in Christianity today. 

That’s what John was addressing in his day and it’s 

what we are addressing today - the same concept 

that nature is sin. Therefore they have to change 

the nature of Christ in order to protect Him from 

that; they can’t accept that God could partake of 

human nature - because it’s sin, its evil. 

 Original sin can also simply mean (the correct 
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interpretation) Adam’s original sin in Eden, which 

had a consequence on the whole human race. We 

are all aware of that. But that’s not what these 

brethren are teaching, it’s not what Augustine and 

Calvin were teaching - they taught total depravity. 

And this is what Pastor David Clayton is teaching.

 What’s very worrying is that Godhead 

believers all around the world are hearing this, and 

some believe it. They don’t realize that what they 

are learning and believing is total depravity 

teaching straight out of the Catholic church that 

goes right back to Babylon.   

 This is what the term ‘total depravity’ means, 

from the encyclopaedia. It’s also called “absolute 

inability, radical corruption, total corruption, or 

Augustinianism. It’s a theological doctrine that 

derives from the Augustinian concept of original 

sin, (that’s where it comes from). It is the teaching 

that as a consequence of the fall of Adam, every 

person that is born into the world is enslaved to the 

service of sin.              

Source:http://en,wikipedia.org/wiki/Total-depravity 

http://en,wikipedia.org/wiki/Total


 
 

20 
 

Take note of that point. Augustinianism 

original sin teaching is - every person from birth is 

enslaved to the service of sin. Totally depraved, 

can’t do anything good.     

 Now the dictionary meaning for the word 

total depravity: We know what the word total 

means. ‘Whole; not divided; entire; absolute; 

complete;’      

 What’s depravity mean: ‘It’s the state of being 

depraved or corrupted; a vitiated state of moral 

character; general badness of character; wickedness 

of mind or heart; absence of religious feeling and 

principle.’  Source – Webster’s Dictionary 1913. 

 So when someone is teaching total depravity, 

they will be teaching that it is absolutely impossible 

for you to do anything good, that you have total 

absence of religious feelings, principles and good 

moral behaviour or virtues. These are totally absent.

 We have the definition of total depravity. The 

definition of what Augustinianism teaches is that 

you are born entirely unable to do good things, you 

are totally corrupted and depraved, and you have a 

total absence of religious feelings and principles.
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 Now notice what Pastor Clayton says here: 

“In our natural state we are so helpless, so 

controlled by our inherited depravity that it is 

absolutely impossible for us to do anything good, all 

men are in this condition when they are born and 

because of it are declared unfit to live.”  He says we 

are so helpless; so controlled by our inherited 

depravity; that it is absolutely impossible for us to 

do anything good. All men are in this condition - 

when? When they are born? And because of it are 

declared unfit to live. By the way this is his pillar 

statement. If you read this in its context in his 

newsletter, he says, “This is where I stand.” If you 

had to sum up all his teaching, it’s this one 

paragraph. He’s saying that from birth; you are so 

helpless; you are so controlled by your inherited 

depravity it’s absolutely impossible to do anything 

good; you’re in this condition from birth; you are 

declared unfit to live. He’s declaring that, God 

certainly isn’t; He’s your Creator and He has 

endowed every human being from birth with moral 

powers, conscience, freewill, to help them choose.  

  We saw the meaning of total depravity: 
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‘Every person born in the world is enslaved to the 

service of sin, total absence of religious feelings and 

principles’, that’s Augustinianism.  The statement 

below is a Seventh-day Adventist Godhead 

believing minister, he’s teaching this all around the 

world and has been for seven years.    

‘In our natural state we are so helpless, so 

controlled by our inherited depravity that it is 

absolutely impossible for us to do anything good. 

All men are in this condition when they are born.’

 What is the difference between these two 

statements? They are identical. They are both 

saying exactly the same thing. Both teach that you 

were born enslaved to sin; both teach the total 

absence to do anything good. What category do 

they fit into?   Number 2 - nature is sin, nature itself 

is evil. It’s pagan. It’s not even subtle but some 

people are falling for it.     

 For further evidence I wrote to a Catholic 

theologian here in Sydney. He runs a website called 

catholic apologetics, and you can write and ask him 

questions, so I wrote and asked him the official 
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position of the Catholic Church, not his view, on a 

baby who is born and dies before being baptized. 

This was his answer. 

Dear Bill, 

“The Catholic position on a child before 

baptism is: that he is in a state of original sin, which 

means that he is, as such, not in the grace or 

friendship of God.  Hence lacking the Divine 

Sonship he is in a state of perdition. If he/she dies as 

an infant without baptism, he/she will end up in 

limbo, which implies that they will never attain the 

beatific vision of God or the bliss of heaven.”  

Basically he’s saying a baby who doesn’t receive 

baptism is lost, it’s cut off from God and is in a state 

of perdition. That’s what original sin is for them. 

  Do you know what perdition means?  “A 

state of spiritual ruin; loss of the soul; Obsolete; loss; 

damnation; utter destruction or ruin. That’s what 

perdition means. The Catholic Church teaches this 

is the state of child at birth, before it’s baptized. 

Pastor Clayton teaches that a baby from birth is 

hopeless, lost, condemned and unfit to live. 
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Rome teaches from birth a baby is in a state of 

spiritual ruin, it is lost, damned and fit for utter 

destruction.      

 Pastor Clayton teaches a baby from birth is 

hopeless, lost, condemned, unfit to live and 

dangerous! 

 spiritual ruin; loss of the soul - that sounds 

pretty hopeless to me!  

 Obsolete, loss - that sounds like you’re lost. 

 Damnation - that sounds pretty much like 

you’re condemned. 

 Utter destruction or ruin - that sounds like 

you’re unfit to live. 

Pastor Clayton is teaching Catholic doctrine 

exactly, perfectly.  He’s teaching it better than the 

Catholics are.  If you had to find one word to teach 

what hopeless, lost, condemned unfit to live means, 

it would be the word perdition. God does not create 

you hopeless and lost. Original sin and total 

depravity is a pagan teaching, just like Sunday and 

the Trinity - they all came from Babylon. 
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Notice this beautiful passage in Great 

Controversy.     

 “When Satan heard the declaration that 

enmity should exist between himself and the 

woman, and between his seed, and her seed,” (Jesus 

has just pronounced the everlasting covenant. I’m 

going to put enmity between thee and the woman. 

Satan heard those words, and look what happened) 

“he knew that his efforts to deprave human nature 

would be interrupted”. Can you see - he knows; he 

heard Jesus say it - I’m going to put enmity in man; 

you’re not going to be able to keep him in bondage; 

I’m going to help. He knew that his efforts to 

deprave human nature would be interrupted. So 

much for being totally depraved. Absolutely 

impossible to do anything good? “His efforts were 

going to be interrupted”. He knew it and “that by 

some means man was to be enabled to resist his 

power.” GC 506       

 “It is the grace that Christ implants in the soul 

which creates in man enmity against Satan.” Notice 

what it is: The grace which Christ implants - that’s 

where you get the strength to fight against sin; 
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that’s why you feel guilty when you do something 

wrong; it’s in the baby from the beginning. Christ 

places it there, and Satan knows it. “Without this 

converting grace and renewing power, man would 

continue the captive of Satan, a servant ever ready 

to do his bidding. But the new principle in the soul 

creates conflict where hitherto had been peace. The 

power which Christ imparts enables man to resist 

the tyrant and usurper. Whoever resists and 

conquers those passions that have held sway within, 

displays the operation of a principle wholly from 

above.”       

 This principle, wholly from above, this 

renewing grace, that’s what Christ implants in the 

soul. Satan knows about it, because he’s seen it time 

and time again. He doesn’t want you to know it.  

And is this power only for the converted Christian?  

Let us read John 1:9; “That was the true Light, 

which lighteth every man that cometh into the 

world.”      

 How many men does it light - some, the 

converted? It says every man. And when does 

Christ light every man? When he cometh into the 
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world: from birth. It’s the Spirit of Christ that 

brings enmity in man, and he places that in every 

man that comes into the world.  

 Does that sound like you’re born hopeless? 

How come we’re not being told these statements, 

and these verses? Why is this part left out? This is 

why I have been constrained to share these studies, 

because I am only hearing one sided sermons 

teaching how much in bondage we are - lifting 

Satan up all the time - discouraging people.

 We are to go to the world and tell them to 

give glory to Him, and that you are made in His 

image; that He has called you to glory and virtue; 

that you have power to resist the usurper. That’s 

what we should be telling the world. Satan knew 

this. Notice these points from that passage in The 

Great Controversy. 

 “grace that Christ implants in the soul” 

 “renewing power” 

 “The power which Christ imparts enables 

man to resist the tyrant and usurper.” 
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The devil doesn’t want us to believe this; he 

wants you to believe you’re hopeless, lost, 

dangerous, and unfit to live. That’s not what this is 

saying. By the way, does that look like legalism to 

you? Or righteousness by works?  Where does the 

power come from? It’s coming from above, friends; 

it comes from Christ. 

The word ‘usurper’ means when a person 

takes hold of a position by force or without a legal 

right; it’s a pretender who tries to usurp the throne. 

That’s what Satan is called. I’ve heard people preach 

that he owns the kingdoms of this world, that he’s 

in control of this world. Satan doesn’t even own his 

own life; he’s alive because God keeps him alive. If 

you don’t own your own life how can you own 

anything else? But he’s preaching through sermons 

today that he is in control of everything; you’re in 

bondage to him; you can’t do anything good. 

When Satan tempted Christ in the wilderness 

with all the kingdoms which passed before Him, 

Satan said, “All these kingdoms I will give unto thee 

if thou bow down and worship me.” Sister White 

says they were not his to give. They have never 
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been his; and neither is any man his, unless he 

yields to him.  The Scripture says, “Unto whom ye 

yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants you 

are.” You are not born his servant.  

You will see in the next study how we come 

into the world. You are protected from him; you 

have to yield yourselves; you have to give that free 

will to him before he can control you. I can reassure 

you, your children are God’s handiwork.  

Another point we need to look at, one which 

I often hear from people is, they try to belittle the 

Spirit of Prophecy. I don’t know why!  They say it 

does not have the same authority as the Bible, but 

the Bible says that, “Holy men spake as they were 

moved by the Holy Ghost”, their authority was 

from the Holy Spirit. When Sister White wrote, 

who inspired her? The Holy Spirit. So how can her 

writings be of any less authority? It’s the same Holy 

Spirit of God. It’s not part of the cannon of 

Scripture, but that doesn’t make her writings any 

less inspired. It’s the same Holy Spirit that inspired 

the prophets and inspired her. 
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Do you know what you do when you say her 

writings are less authoritative? You’re saying 

effectively that Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan king, 

whom God converted in spite of himself, has more 

authority than Ellen White, (and yet Sister White, 

who had one of the longest ministries of any 

prophet and who wrote on more subjects probably 

than any other prophet that ever lived) is less 

inspired than Nebuchadnezzar. Amazing! It’s light 

for us; it’s a precious gift and we are to use it. 

Notice the following inspired statement - “No 

man without his own consent can be overcome by 

Satan.” Notice again the will there and it says, “no 

man”. “The tempter has no power” that’s why he is 

the usurper you see. “The tempter has no power to 

control the will or to force the soul to sin.”  Because 

God won’t allow him to, because in your nature 

there are moral powers, and they strive against him. 

Christ has placed enmity there; He has placed his 

Spirit there to light you when you come into the 

world. “He may distress, but he cannot 

contaminate.”   If nature is sin you’re already 

contaminated; you’re already defiled. Inspiration 
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says “He can cause agony, but not defilement.” GC 

510. 

You are not born defiled. You are created by 

the hands of God; in the image of God. In the 

previous study we saw that we come into the world 

reconciled to God, and at peace; acquitted of all 

charges - Christ took them upon himself – so you 

are a free moral agent. He places His Spirit in man 

and He gives man moral powers to be able to do 

what is right; and to strengthen and help man. 

So if you’re teaching that man is born under 

original sin: totally depraved and dangerous etc., 

this has implications on God as the Creator. You 

cannot escape this, and in your subconscious; in 

your thoughts, you have to ask yourself this - what 

about the people you want to convert to God; this 

teaching sows doubts about God’s character and 

justice.  You want to tell them that God loves them 

- then they will have questions you will need to 

answer if that’s how God brings you into the world; 

captive to the devil etc. So this has obvious 

consequences on the character of God. 

 Pastor Clayton is aware of these implications, 
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so what he does is, he tries to shield God from these 

obvious consequences and implications by saying, 

“Although you’re born hopeless, lost, condemned 

and dangerous, but it’s not God’s fault. This is a 

consequence of Adam’s sin.’”He tries to leave God 

out of the equation, but you can’t leave God out of 

the equation because He takes responsibility: He’s 

the Creator - you don’t need to protect him! God 

does not need mortal man to defend Him.  The 

Bible says, “Every mouth will be stopped; every 

knee will bow; and every tongue confess; Just and 

true are thy ways.” 

God doesn’t need us to invent false doctrines 

that dishonour Him, and then try to shield Him 

from the obvious implications. What He wants you 

to do is; teach correctly - that will bring honor and 

glory to Him.      

 In Exodus you have the story of Moses where 

God is calling him to return to Egypt and Moses 

doesn’t want to go, and he’s giving lots of reasons. 

Finally Moses says to God, “I’m slow of speech.’” 

Surely someone else will do better than me. This is 

what God says to him in Exodus 4:10, “Moses said 
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unto the LORD, my Lord, I am not eloquent, 

neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto 

thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 

tongue.”   Remember the brethren are teaching that 

you are born in this depraved, hopeless condition, 

lost etc and then they try to shield God from it all - 

look how God answers Moses.  Exodus 4:11, “And 

the LORD said unto him, Who hath made thy 

mouth? Or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the 

seeing, or the blind?”  God says, go and look at the 

blind people, the dumb and the deaf. Who made 

them? Does he blame Adam; does he blame the 

devil; does he blame sin as a consequence? What 

does he say? “Have not I the LORD?” 

God is saying that He is taking responsibility 

for humanity, He says, “I made them.” So you don’t 

need to shield the Lord from the obvious 

implications of such a teaching. God says, “I have 

made the blind and the deaf. He’s claiming 

responsibility and ownership for every individual 

that comes into the world no matter what the 

disability may be. He is their Father. I love these 

passages because it shows you the honour of God. 
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When Christ breathed life into Adam, he 

breathed life into the human race.  That’s why he 

died for the human race because He brought the 

human race into existence, He took responsibility 

even then. He said, “I give you life and only I can 

take it away, and if someone tries to take your life I 

stand between you and them.”  We need to be 

careful when we teach that a child is born a sinner, 

hopeless and lost, because God said he made them. 

Another aspect to this teaching is they need 

to find a text that teaches we are born a sinner. The 

problem is there’s not one verse in the Bible that 

teaches this - not one text. The Bible never uses the 

term; and the Spirit of Prophecy never uses the 

term; nor is the ‘trinity’ ever used in either the 

Bible or Spirit of Prophecy. That should tell you 

something! God is warning you; Inspiration is 

warning you - don’t use this term. Nonetheless the 

brethren seek desperately to find a verse that 

teaches we are born sinners.  

 I have previously addressed the three verses 

that are most predominately used.  
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Psalm 51:5 “Behold I was shapen in iniquity and in 

sin did my mother conceive me.” 

Romans 5:18 “as by the offence of one judgment 

came upon all men unto condemnation.” 

Ephesians 2:3 “that they are by nature the children 

of wrath.” 

 

When I researched this topic, over and over 

and over again, these were the only three texts that 

I saw coming up - only these three verses, which is 

why I addressed them. Pastor Clayton says he can 

quote fifty verses to teach we are born sinners. I 

addressed the three predominant texts, and they are 

good texts, they are worthy to be answered. We 

actually saw the truth from those verses. Especially 

Romans 5:18 

So when you say you can quote fifty texts, 

and there’s not one text that teaches that; one needs 

either to show them, or else don’t make that 

statement, because it’s intimidating, or its 

persuasive arguments - but you’re not really giving 

the evidence. 
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The only other verses I know of are the 

following, which I didn’t address previously 

because frankly they are an embarrassment and I 

would not even use these texts. But nonetheless we 

will address them now. 

Isaiah 48:8 the last part “and wast called a 

transgressor from the womb.”   They use this to 

teach you’re a sinner even from the womb - I had a 

brother tell me this. Look from verse 1-4, and let’s 

get the context. God is speaking to Israel and He 

says, “Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are 

called  by the name of Israel, and are come forth out 

of the waters of Judah, which sware by the name of 

the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel,” 

in other words God is saying: You claim to be my 

people; you claim to swear by Me; you make 

mention of My name; you go around talking about 

the God of the Hebrews, but he says not in truth 

nor in righteousness. They don’t live up to what 

they profess. Now notice what he says in vs. 4, 

“Because I knew that thou art obstinate, thy neck is 

an iron sinew, and thy brow brass.” God is saying to 

the nation of Israel that you’re always obstinate; 
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you’re always stiff necked; you’re always against 

me; you never listen to me.   

That’s why he says you’re a sinner from the 

womb. It’s figurative language. Can a nation be 

born in a womb? Of course not – it’s plainly 

figurative language of how obstinate they were 

from the beginning; even from the womb you were 

like this. 

Another one is Psalm 58:3-4, “The wicked are 

estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as 

they be born, speaking lies.”  Once again the 

brethren use this to teach that sin is from the 

womb; from the moment you are born you’re 

speaking lies. Can a baby speak the moment it’s 

born, let alone lie? A baby has no evil thoughts 

when it is born, one whatsoever. 

Vs 4, “Their poison is like the poison of a 

serpent: they are like the deaf adder that stopper 

her ear.”  This is figurative language; and once again 

He’s speaking to the rebellious people. Notice from 

verse 1, “Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O 

congregation? Do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of 

men? Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh 
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the violence of your hands in the earth.”  That’s 

why He says the wicked are estranged from the 

womb and go astray as soon as they are born. He’s 

speaking about their character; their rebellion; the 

violence of their hand; their wickedness. Once 

again this is figurative language. 

Another verse that Pastor Clayton quotes to 

teach we are born sinners is Romans 5:12 

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered the world, 

and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 

for that all have sinned.”  Birth is not even 

mentioned in the verse yet they teach from this 

verse that babies are born sinners, and the way they 

do it is they use the marginal reading which says “in 

whom all sinned.” Referring to humanity, they say 

that when Adam sinned in Eden you were there. 

You were there; you sinned with him, so therefore 

when you were born you were a sinner. 

Notice what it says: “Death passed upon all 

men; death by sin.”  Do you know what that’s 

referring to? It’s referring to your inheritance, what 

you inherited from Adam. All Romans 5 is teaching 

is the consequence of Adam’s sin upon the human 
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race. We inherit from him a fallen nature that 

brings death by sin - that’s what it’s teaching. 

Adam before the fall had an unfallen, holy 

nature.  If he had remained holy, we would have 

been born holy, and that brings a righteous 

character, and of course continued immortality. But 

when Adam fell all he could pass on to us was a 

fallen nature, a sinful nature, which leads to sin and 

death. So death passed upon all men; and death by 

sin; and mortality of course. 

Romans 5:12 is simply teaching the 

consequence of Adams sin that we all receive, a 

sinful nature that leads to death - it’s not saying that 

you sinned when he did. It’s true that the marginal 

reading is “in him all sinned”. I actually agree with 

the marginal reading, because we were there in a 

sense – genetically, he’s our Father, we are his 

posterity; but only in that sense and in no other 

way were you there personally. There is no way in 

the world that you are charged as sinners for what 

he did, the Bible condemns that teaching. It’s not 

only illogical, it defies common sense, and above all 

it contradicts the Bible - for the Bible says that the 
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son shall not bear the iniquity or sin of the father. 

So you were not there; you did not sin when Adam 

sinned. You were in him genetically, and you 

received the consequences of that - which brings 

sin and death. 

Look at Romans 5:14 if you want to insist that 

you sinned when Adam did, “Nevertheless death 

reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that 

had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s 

transgression,” If you sinned in Adam, can your sin 

be of any less similitude? No. If you sin with 

another person your sin is as bad as theirs; it’s not 

less. Two verses later, the apostles says that No one 

has sinned after the similitude of Adam. Whose 

transgression is it? Is it humanity’s transgression?  

No, it’s Adam’s!  He sinned in Eden, not you; you 

only received the effects of it. The reason why no 

one will sin after Adam is because he was perfect. 

He had nothing from within him to draw him to 

sin. His sin was absolutely disgraceful. 

Here is another text Pastor Clayton quotes to 

teach that you are born a sinner - John 3:18. This 

one really mystifies me, because when we 
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sometimes read verses we have preconceived ideas. 

For example if you are a Trinitarian you look at 

Matthew 28:19, 20 and all you see is the trinity. 

And yet we can teach beautiful truth from that 

verse. But people don’t let the verse speak to them. 

They want to put their own interpretation into the 

text. I don’t know how you could quote this text 

and teach you were born a sinner from it. But 

nonetheless he quotes it. So let’s read it. Jesus is 

speaking: “He that believeth on him is not 

condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 

already, because he hath not believed in the name 

of the only begotten Son of God.” 

How in the world can this text teach that you 

are born a sinner?  Why is the person condemned 

already? What’s the reason? Because he was born? 

What does the text say? Because he has not believed 

in the name of the only begotten Son, that’s why 

he’s condemned. If you’re condemned for not 

believing something, isn’t it reasonable that you are 

told about it first, so you can make a decision. What 

does Romans 10 say? 
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Romans 10:13-14, “Whosoever shall call upon 

the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall 

they call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how shall they believe in him of whom they 

have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 

preacher?”  

The reason Jesus says you’re condemned for 

not believing on him in John 3:18 is because of the 

witness he gave, because the knowledge and light is 

there, and has come to the people. Not because you 

have never heard of him. You need to hear upon 

him, and then make a decision. Then you are 

condemned for it. I don’t know how you can teach 

from this text that you are born a sinner.  This 

shows the utter desperation these brethren face in 

seeking to provide one text that teaches born 

sinners.  And then they want to boast they can 

quote 50 texts! 

Another text Pastor Clayton uses in order to 

show a baby is born a sinner is John 8:34. He has to 

redefine sin and show it to be more than the 

transgression of the law; he has to show it includes 

your nature, so he quotes this text - “Jesus answered 
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them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 

committeth sin is the servant of sin.” What does 

commit mean?  It implies an action, a choice; you 

have to do something. So the person who’s a servant 

of sin is who? The one who is committing sin - is 

doing something. It doesn’t say he who is born is a 

servant of sin. It is he who committeth sin.  What 

does it mean to commit sin?  1 John 3:4, 

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the 

law:” All John 8:34 is saying is when you transgress 

the law that’s when you are a servant of sin. 

Here’s another text we need to focus on. 

When you understand the principles we are going 

to bring out here, you will never be confused on 

this topic again - it is so simple. Pastor Clayton 

quotes Romans 7 and he says: “The sin that 

dwelleth in me.” He teaches here is another 

definition of sin outside the Ten Commandments - 

the sin that dwelleth in me, even before I do 

anything; it’s in me. So they say, “this is a new 

definition.” 
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Romans 7:16-17 “If then I do that which I 

would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 

Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that 

dwelleth in me.” 

Verse 20 “Now if I do that I would not, it is no more 

I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.”  So his 

argument is before a person does one or the other, 

sin is already dwelling in them; they are already 

sinners. 

Question: The sin that dwelleth in me - is it 

referring to the transgression of the law? Or is it 

referring to the effect or consequence of the 

transgressed law? It is very important to understand 

this point.  You see if it’s referring to the first one, 

as they are saying - you are a transgressor; a sinner, 

because it’s dwelling in you, then you have got a lot 

of contradictions.  
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Here are some of the contradictions you will 

have: 

 You will have to redefine sin. 

 Son bears the iniquity (sin) of the Father. 

(Ezekiel 18)  

 You are still a sinner when converted, 

because your nature is sin. It’s dwelling in 

you so you’re still a sinner because your 

nature doesn’t change. 

 You have to change Jesus nature, if the sin 

that dwells in you makes you a sinner; 

otherwise Jesus is born a sinner. 

 You have to conclude that God creates us 

sinners. 

 Nature is totally evil. That’s a pagan teaching. 

On the other hand if the sin that dwelleth in me 

is the consequence of what Adam did, and is the 

fallen nature that we all inherit, all these points line 

up, there are no contradictions.  It is that simple. 

You are born in a state of sin, a fallen condition, 

from which there is no condemnation; there is no 

guilt; there is no charge against you. You are 
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innocent, and that sinful nature does not constitute 

you a sinner.     

 Therefore there is no need to redefine sin, for 

sin is the transgression of the law - it requires a 

conscious decision. The son does not bear the sin of 

the father. You are no longer a sinner when you are 

converted, because sinful nature is not sin; you still 

have a fallen nature after you are converted. There 

is no need to change Jesus nature. Jesus’ took our 

fallen nature, yet He never sinned. God certainly 

does not create us sinners. And we do not come into 

the world totally depraved as we saw from the 

Spirit of Prophecy. It is really that simple. 

 When we talk about human nature we only 

have two categories – unfallen and fallen. You see 

Adam in Eden; before sin he was created in the 

likeness of God, he was perfect – 1st category, 

unfallen. He transgressed the moral law. The moral 

law; not so much the ten commandments, as they 

were adapted to meet man in his fallen condition. 

The Bible says that love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Adam showed a greater love for his wife and 

himself, than he did for God. He became a fallen 
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human being. He lost his first estate, 2nd category. 

Adam, fallen and sinful, decided to have children. 

Every child born of Adam is fallen - including Jesus; 

the bible is very clear on this. But no one in that 

second category is a sinner, until they violate their 

conscience. That’s why you can be born with a 

sinful nature, but God does not call you a sinner. 

Sin is not imputed when there is no law. We are 

born fallen/sinful as a consequence of Adam’s sin; 

it’s a state you find yourself in. That is what it 

means in Romans, “the sin that dwelleth in me.”

 The brethren here have a problem because in 

that second category they say you are born a sinner. 

So there’s a third category where they put Jesus. 

They put Him by Himself, because they cannot 

accept that he is born like the rest of humanity, 

although he’s born of the seed of David; the seed of 

Abraham. “For as much then as the children are 

partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 

likewise took part of the same” Heb.2:14.  They 

can’t have him there because fallen nature to them 

is sin, so they have to place him altogether 
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separately. You have lost your example. 

 Romans 7: notice these statements. 

Verse 5 – “in the flesh.” That word flesh (sarx) very 

important. 

Verse 5 – “motions (passions/margin) of sins.” 

Verse 14 – “I am carnal.” 

Verse 14 –  “sold under sin.” 

Verse 17 – “the sin that dwelleth in me.” 

Verse 18 – “in my flesh (sarx) dwelleth no good 

thing.” 

Verse 23 – “law of sin which is in my members.” 

There’s another text in that passage that says 

“the body of sin;” “the body of this death.”  

 All these statements, every one of them, are 

referring to the sinful nature. The law of sin is a 

state you’re in; it’s not the transgression of the law. 

It’s the consequence you receive from birth; and 

you will have that until glorification. That’s what 

that’s referring to. You will still be carnal when you 
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are converted.     

 Notice this word ‘sarx’, it basically means the 

carnal nature; the fleshly nature; the sinful nature. 

That’s what it means. It says that in my flesh (in my 

sarx) dwelleth no good thing; in my sinful nature. 

That’s what the word means. This word ‘sarx’ is 

4561 in the Greek. The word used here is for Jesus. 

If you’re teaching ‘sarx’ (the flesh) is sin, you’ve got 

a big problem because the apostles, inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, used this word for Jesus.  

 Hebrews 2:14 “Forasmuch then as the 

children are partakers of flesh (sarx) and blood, he 

(Jesus) also himself likewise took part of the same.”

 Romans 8:3 “For what the law could not do, 

in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending 

his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh” (sarx), 

same flesh as ours. If your flesh is sin, you just made 

Jesus a sinner. I say that reverently. It’s not a sin to 

have a fallen nature. Christ did not see it as a 

disgrace to become part of the human race - He is 

not ashamed to call us His brethren. 

 Remember the pagans - the gods whose 

dwelling is not with flesh. That’s why they put him 
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in another category, not Christianity, the true 

gospel. He’s our example. So what do you do? If 

your nature is sin and Jesus partook of our nature, 

you just made him a sinner.  Of course that’s not 

right, so you have to do something; you’ve got to 

change his nature. So what do they do? Notice what 

Pastor Clayton does; say about Jesus’ nature - “As 

far as bodily form was concerned, as far as genetics 

were concerned He (Jesus) inherited the fallen life 

of Adam through Mary.” ‘What is Sin?’ David 

Clayton.       

 Do you see what he did? He’s restricted His 

fallen nature to His body, His bodily form. He’s 

trying to leave His mind out of it. To them the mind 

is sin; the nature is sin. They have to leave that 

aside, so they restrict it to His body. By the way, 

Satan’s accusations are upheld - no man can keep 

the law. You wouldn’t believe the implications of 

this - the gospel is destroyed.   

 How do we answer this? If Jesus’ nature is 

only attributed to His body; His physical, where 

was His battle? Where was Jesus battle with the 

devil His whole life; where was it? In His body? It 



 
 

51 
 

was in his mind, especially in Gethsemane and at 

the cross. That’s where the battle was. 

 You know in Matthew 16 when Jesus said, 

“who say thou that I am.” And Peter said “thou art 

the Christ the Son of the living God.” He said, 

“Blessed art thou Simon Barjonah, for flesh and 

blood hath not revealed this unto thee but my 

Father in heaven.” And then he went on to tell 

them about His arrest and crucifixion. And Peter 

turned and he said, “Be it far from thee Lord that 

this should happen unto thee.” Do you remember 

what Jesus said? He looked at Peter and said: “Get 

thee behind me Satan, for thou art an offense unto 

me.” Why did he say that? Because in His mind He 

had to battle the weakness of fallen humanity. The 

fundamental principle of a fallen nature is self. It’s 

to protect or to please self. That’s when sin is 

conceived, when self is indulged. Every sin is a 

result of wanting to please and protect self - Jesus 

had to battle self. That’s why He said to Peter, “You 

are an offense to me.” He wasn’t looking forward to 

His trial and crucifixion, and it cut Him deeply. The 

devil knew it and used Peter to say, “You don’t have 
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to go through with it.” But Jesus said, “Thou 

savorest not the things that be of God.” He wanted 

to do His Father’s will, but He wasn’t looking 

forward to it. Especially when He prayed to His 

Father: if it be possible take this cup from me, why? 

Because He wanted to protect self. He was trying to 

find another way. He had this weakness. Of course 

He had it. The battle was in the mind, and it was 

there until the last moment, right up until He died 

upon the cross, the battle was going on. That’s why 

Satan was tempting Him even when He was nailed 

to the cross. Satan still hadn’t lost yet. 

 We are told in Desire of Ages that Satan so 

wrung the heart of Christ that He could not see 

through the portals of the tomb. Hope did not 

present itself Him coming forth a conqueror. So 

even on the cross, He’s being tempted to doubt his 

Father; to not have faith. Hope doesn’t present 

itself. He could not see through the portals of the 

tomb, but what does the 16th Psalm say 

 Psalm 16:9-10,   “Therefore my heart is glad, 

and my glory rejoiceth, my flesh also shall rest in 

hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; 
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neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 

corruption.”      

 Satan was telling Him; “You’ve got no hope; 

you’re not going to come out of the tomb” but God’s 

word said to Him, “You’re going to rest in hope, and 

you will not corrupt.” The battle was in the mind. 

Don’t leave His mind out of it. That’s where the 

battle was.  But He trusted in His Father, and He 

overcame. And He says to him that overcometh, 

even as I also overcame.    

 Please join us again for part three in this 

study, where we will see some truly wonderful and 

inspiring statements and Bible verses about how we 

come into the world.  The end of part three will 

truly inspire you and bring glory to our God and 

Creator. 

 

Amen. 

 

* * * * * * * 
 

 



 
 

54 
 

 

 

 

 


