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Lesson 11



Sabbath Afternoon
The Restorer

The  Sabbath  lesson  rightly  points  out  that  the  plan  of  “salvation 
includes the process of restoration.  God is getting us ready for a new 
heaven and a new earth and the righteousness that will dwell there.”

Obviously if God is getting His people ready for a new heaven and 
earth wherein dwells  righteousness,  one can only conclude that the 
people that dwell there will be righteous “affliction shall not rise up  
the second time.” Nahum 1:9

This is the theme for this weeks study.

2



Sunday
Created in God’s Image

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and  
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of  
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” Gen 1:26

In the  Story of Redemption we read “the Father and Son carried out 
their purpose, which was designed before the fall of Satan, to make 
man in their own image. They had wrought together in the creation of 
the earth and every living thing upon it. And now God said to His Son, 
"Let us make man in our image." {SR 20.2}

Many seek to use Gen 1:26 to prove a trinity, because they say the 
word for “God” is Elohim which has a plural meaning. But in the SOP 
we see the word “God” refers to the Father and He is speaking to His 
Son, that is why He says “Let us make man in our image”

Obviously  if  the  Father  and  Son  created  man  in  their  image  and 
likeness, it must mean that the Father and Son also share the same 
likeness.

In vision, EGW asked “Jesus if the Father had a form like Himself. He 
said He had, but I could not behold it, for said He, "If you should once 
behold the glory of His person, you would cease to exist." {EW 54.2}

So we can conclude, Adam was made in the image of the Father and 
Son.

In last weeks lesson, we saw in John 20:22 when Jesus breathed upon 
His  disciples  and  said  “Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost”,  that  He  was 
imparting to His disciples His Spirit, His very life and character.

Likewise in Gen 2:7 “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of  
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man  
became a living soul.”
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We can understand that not only was Adam formed in the image and 
likeness of God, but he received the very character of God.

Notice again from the SOP commentating on this verse:
“The Lord created man out of the dust of the earth. He made Adam a 
partaker  of  His  life,  His  nature.  There  was  breathed  into  him  the 
breath  of  the  Almighty,  and  he  became  a  living  soul.  Adam  was 
perfect in form--strong, comely, pure, bearing the image of his Maker” 
(MS 102, 1903). 

And this is the hope of the plan of salvation, to restore in man what 
Adam lost.  The life, and nature of God.

Sunday’s lesson correctly points out, as God is love, and man having 
been created in His image must also have the capacity to love.

In inspiration we are told, the law that rules heaven is the law of self 
sacrificing  love,  a  love  that  seeketh  not  her  own.   And  in  the 
sacrificing life of Jesus we see the love of God manifested toward us.

It is by the love of God restored in our hearts that the Spirit restores 
man into the image of God.

“And hope maketh not  ashamed; because  the love  of  God is  shed  
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” 
Rom 5:5

Also Gal. 5:22 “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace” etc

In John 15:10 Jesus said “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide  
in my love” Here we see that if we keep the commandments, we abide 
in Christ’s love.  Since God is love, and His commandments are a 
transcript of His character,  you could say the commandments are a 
transcript  of  God’s  love.   And  the  only  way  we  can  keep  the 
commandments  is  through  God  dwelling  in  us  through  His  Spirit. 
Thus His Spirit brings His love into our hearts.
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As we saw in Rom. 5:5 “because the love of God is shed abroad in  
our hearts by the Holy Ghost”

The more one is emptied of self, the more that person receives of the 
Spirit and the more the love of God is manifested in his/her life.

To what limit can we receive of the love of God?

In Eph 3:18, 19 Paul declares that we “May be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
And to  know the love of  Christ,  which passeth knowledge,  that  ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God.

This is how much of God’s love it is our privilege to receive, “the 
love of Christ”, “the fullness of God”! What a promise, what infinite 
power  is  contained  in  these  inspired  words.   No  wonder  Vs  20 
declares  “Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in  
us,”

You know when one wants to calculate the volume of something; they 
need  three  measurements,  the  breadth,  length  and  depth.   By 
multiplying these three we can comprehend the volume or capacity of 
a space or object.  But Paul adds one more, “the height”.  The height 
of God’s love is an infinite as Himself and that love will be the study 
of  the  redeemed  throughout  eternity.   The  saints  will  always  be 
advancing in the knowledge of God’s love.

“Immortal  minds  will  contemplate  with  never-failing  delight  the 
wonders of creative power,  the mysteries of redeeming love….. And 
the  years  of  eternity,  as  they  roll,  will  bring  richer  and  still  more 
glorious  revelations  of  God  and  of  Christ.  As  knowledge  is 
progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more 
men  learn  of  God,  the  greater  will  be  their  admiration  of  His 
character.” {GC 677, 678}

5



Although the height of God’s love is infinite, Paul’s prayer is that we 
may come “to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that  
ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.”

How can we come to “know” something “which passeth knowledge”?

This word “know” 1097 ginosko has a much deeper meaning in the 
original.  It means to understand, to know something or someone in an 
absolute sense, to be sure of someone.  This is what Paul means when 
he says it is the saints privilege “to know the love of Christ”

It  means  to  have  an  experiential  knowledge,  to  have  a  living 
experience.   This  is  why he  says  “That  Christ  may dwell  in  your  
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love” Eph 3:17 
If Christ dwells in our hearts, His love will dwell there also.

This is how we can come “to ginosko the love of Christ”.  We can 
experience  His  love,  a  love  which  passeth  knowledge,  a  love  that 
seeketh not her own. “that ye might be filled with all the fulness of  
God.” It is our privilege to confess with the beloved apostle. “And of  
his fulness have all we received” John 1:16

And friends, when Paul penned these words, he was speaking from 
experience.  This is why it is his prayer for us.

Paul experienced the love of Christ, and the joy and peace it brings.

Jesus declared “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay  
down his life for his friends.” John 15:13

The greatest love that can be manifested in the life is when one will 
sacrifice their life for another.
When Jesus spoke these words on the eve of Gethsemane He was 
alluding  to  His  approaching  arrest  and  crucifixion.   And  He  was 
seeking to impart this same love amongst His disciples.
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When Jesus said “for his friends” He did not mean the Greatest love 
can only be when one is willing to sacrifice all for friends only, and 
not enemies.  When one is filled with God’s love they do not count 
those who betray or persecute them as enemies.

On the  night  Jesus  was  betrayed,  He called  Judas  “friend”.   Love 
“suffereth long” and “thinketh no evil”.

This is the love of Christ, Paul was filled with. This is the greatest 
love a man can have, to lay down his life even for those who would 
betray him, those he can still call friends!

Notice how this was exemplified in Paul’s life.

“I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me 
witness in the Holy Ghost,  That I have great heaviness and continual  
sorrow in my heart.  For I could wish that myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:  Who are  
Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the  
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the  
promises;” Rom 9:1 – 4

In these verses we see the love of Christ in all its fullness; this is why 
we said Paul was speaking from experience in his prayer in Eph 3:14 – 
20.

In Rom 9:1 Paul calls the Holy Spirit a witness to his conscience, of 
the great heaviness and continual sorrow in his heart.

This also is part of the Christian walk, as was our Master “a man of  
sorrows and acquainted with grief”.  But not for Himself, nor Paul 
who was speaking “the truth in Christ” speaking for himself.  But for 
his fellow men. So great was Paul’s love for souls he declares by the 
Holy Spirit: “For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren” Rom 9:3  
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This is the love Jesus spoke of in John 15:13 “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

Can you see friends to what extent the life of Christ can be manifest in 
our lives?
And  people  want  to  teach  that  you  cannot  stop  sinning.   Friends, 
Paul’s confession here is the very fulfilling of the law! You cannot do 
more than this! This is what Jesus is saying “Greater love  hath no 
man than this”

For example one may consider the greatest witness one can give is to 
die, be martyred for their faith.  This is truly a tremendous and noble 
testimony.  But what Paul is saying here in Rom 9: 1 – 4 is a much 
“greater love”. You see the martyr is willing to give up all for his faith 
even die, but there is one thing you cannot take from him, his hope! 
The martyr has one thing he will not let go of even unto death, and 
that is the blessed assurance of a heavenly kingdom!

But here we see Paul declaring,  “  For I could wish that myself were   
accursed from Christ”
This is a love that passeth knowledge and he says “I wish”.
A man that lived for one thing “to be with Christ” Phill 1:23, could 
declare by the Spirit as a witness that he would rather be cut off, and 
have his brethren saved!

You will  not read anywhere in Scripture where the love of God is 
more fully manifested in a man than in these verses.

And notice  friends  for  whom Paul  was  ready  to  give  up  all,  “my 
kinsmen according to the flesh:  Who are Israelites”

Yes friends’ the Jews, the ones who never stopped persecuting him 
who were always seeking to kill him.

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for  
his friends.”
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Moses also had this same love.  It was Christ Himself who inspired 
the intercession of Moses for his people, to the point that he also was 
willing  to  be  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  life  before  forsaking  his 
rebellious people. Ex 32:32

This is our answer to Sunday’s question.
“What is your best understanding of what love is?”

May this be our experience also.
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Monday
Love and the Fall

In Monday’s lesson we see the decision of Adam and Eve exercising 
their free choice to love self more than God, we also see its tragic 
results right down to our day.

A corrupted, rebellious world steeped in sin and love for self.

This rebellious planet is a testimony to all the universe of the results of 
disobeying a loving God who gave man everything he needed to live a 
holy life.

Thank God for  His grace.  “As soon as  there was sin,  there  was a 
Saviour. Christ knew what He would have to suffer, yet He became 
man's substitute. As soon as Adam sinned, the Son of God presented 
himself as surety for the human race, with just as much power to avert 
the doom pronounced upon the guilty as when He died upon the cross 
of Calvary.”  {RH, March 12, 1901 par. 4}

What love! As soon as God’s law condemned the guilty, His grace 
entered to avert the doom.

Notice friends, when Jesus declared the everlasting Gospel in Genesis 
3:15 it had “just as much power… as when He died upon the cross of 
Calvary”!

What a statement! What Love, even though the Son “knew He would 
have to suffer.” The moment man sinned He became His substitute. 
And the words were spoken by Deity, when Jesus promised  “And I  
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed  
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  
Genesis 3:15, they had “just as much power (then)…as when He died 
on Calvary.”
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Christ’s word was as good as done, and fallen man was given hope. 
“There was seen in men the working of a  power that withstood his 
[Satan’s] dominion.” {DA 115}

It is to God’s people that His promise is given, to encourage faith and 
hope.

“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” Isaiah 41:10

Inspiration declares “We should never have learned the meaning of 
this word "grace" had we not fallen. …heavenly beings know naught 
of grace; they have never needed it; for they have never sinned. Grace 
is  an  attribute  of  God shown to  undeserving  human beings.”  {AG 
10.2}

As woeful as sin is, it revealed an even deeper attribute of God’s love!

Note these next two passages, how through the grace of God and the 
sacrifice of His only Begotten Son, man can be uplifted higher than 
even angels who have never fallen!

“Great as is the shame and degradation through sin, even greater will 
be the honor and exaltation through redeeming love. To human beings 
striving for conformity to the divine image there is imparted an outlay 
of  heaven's  treasure,  an  excellency  of  power,  that  will  place  them 
higher than even the angels who have never fallen.”  {COL 162.4}

What amazing love, fallen humanity not only forgiven, but given such 
an  outlay  of  heaven’s  treasure,  and  power  that  places  them  even 
higher than unfallen beings!
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“The  redeemed  only,  of  all  created  beings,  have  in  their  own 
experience known the actual conflict with sin; they have wrought with 
Christ,  and, as even the angels could not do,  have entered into the 
fellowship of His sufferings; will  they have no testimony as to the 
science  of  redemption--nothing  that  will  be  of  worth  to  unfallen 
beings?” {AG 373.2}

What an opportunity we have, we are invited to be those who have 
“wrought  with  Christ.”  To  enter  “into  the  fellowship  of  His 
sufferings.”

No wonder the apostles rejoiced  “that they were counted worthy to  
suffer shame for his name.” Acts 5:41. “for which cause he is not  
ashamed to call them brethren” Hebrews 2:11

Let us be thankful to God and praise His holy name, because“ God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,  
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8  

“…God gave  His  only-begotten  Son to  become one  of  the  human 
family, forever to retain His human nature … God has adopted human 
nature in the person of His Son, and has carried the same into the 
highest heaven. … The work of redemption will be complete. In the 
place where sin abounded, God's grace much more abounds. … Our 
little world, under the curse of sin the one dark blot in His glorious 
creation, will be honored above all  other worlds in the universe of 
God.” {DA 24-26}
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Tuesday
Second probation

Tuesday’s  lesson  correctly  states  “because  of  what  Jesus 
accomplished, the whole world was given another chance. Through 
faith in Jesus, anyone, anywhere, can have the promise of eternal life”

This is true, however in order to overcome we need the faith of Jesus, 
Gal 2:20, Rev 14:12
We need  a  living  faith,  not  just  a  profession  “Let  every  one  that  
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” 2 Tim 2:19

We need the life of Christ, inspiration declares “His perfect humanity 
is  that  which  all  His  followers  may  possess,  if  they  will  be  in 
subjection to God as He was.”  {DA 664.4}

Also “The life of Christ in you produces the same fruits as in Him.” 
{DA 677.1}

This is the life we need, and must experience if we are to receive the 
promise of eternal life.

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even  
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” 
Rev 3:21

The lesson next asks us to study Rom 5:10 -19

Let us review these texts briefly.

Rom  5:9  We  are  justified by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  saved  or 
redeemed from the judgment to come.

Rom  5:10  If  Christ  died  for  us  “when  we  were  enemies” being 
reconciled,  how much more shall we be  saved (made righteous) by 
His life!  Paul  is  saying how much confidence should it  give us to 
know, that if Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, now being 
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reconciled,  how much more should we trust  in  Him to impart  His 
righteous life to us. “Being confident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ:”  (Phi 1:6)

Rom  5:11  “we  also  joy  in  God” having  received  at-one-ment  we 
rejoice in God, “through our Lord Jesus Christ”
Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ (1Cor 15:57).  This is the “joy in God” Paul is talking about 
“victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”

Rom 5:12 “by one man  (Adam) sin entered into the world” and sin 
brought death because “all have sinned:”

Rom 5:13 Some interpret  this  verse to  mean sin  was in  the world 
before the  law came.   But  this  contradicts  the  previous  verse plus 
verses 14 and 17.  Adam could not have transgressed if he had no 
knowledge of God’s law.

Also Rom. 3:20 states “for by the law is the knowledge of sin”  and 
Rom 4:15 declares “where no law is, there is no transgression”.  And 
Paul plainly tells us Adam transgressed Rom 5:14

Rom 5:14 Paul proves the validity of his argument by pointing out 
how death (the wages of sin Rom 6:33) has reigned from Adam to 
Moses! “even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of  
Adam’s transgression” Rom 5:14
(Adam was perfect, his fall was disgraceful, it is a mystery)

In the preceeding two verses, Paul has revealed the state of humanity 
under its head, Adam.  Because of Adam’s fall, “death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned” Rom 5:12

Now he begins to reveal the answer to our fallen condition.  He says 
Adam “is the figure of him that was to come”.  Here Paul begins to 
introduce Christ, the second Adam, and the new head of the human 
race.
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Rom 5:15 “But not as the offence” Paul acknowledges, although true 
that many be dead because of  one man’s offence.  Nonetheless, he 
begins to contrast  what God offers  us through Christ,  compared to 
what we inherit from Adam. “much more the grace of God, and the 
gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto 
many.”

Rom 5:16 “the free gift is of many offences unto justification.”
Here we begin to see the superiority of the second Adam.  Adam’s one 
offence resulted in judgment to many. (For we read in Vs 12 “death 
passed upon all  men”).   But  the  free gift  of  Christ covers  “many 
offences unto justification”

“But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of  
the gift of Christ.” Eph 4:7

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all  
men,” Titus 2:11

Rom  5:17  Again  Paul  contrasts  how  death  reigned  by  one  man’s 
offence,  compared  to  the  “abundance  of  grace”  and  the  “gift  of  
righteousness” “by one, Jesus Christ”

Take note also how it says “the gift of righteousness shall reign in  
life”  These verses 17,18,19 are speaking in the present tense.  Paul is 
not  only  speaking  of  eternal  life,  but  a  present  righteous  life  of 
freedom and victory from the sinful nature (Rom7:25) inherited from 
the first Adam!

That’s why he said in Vs 12 “we do glory in God” Peshitta version.

Rom 5:18  Although we inherit  the  sinful  nature  of  Adam,  and its 
consequences  “judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation” 
because  “all  have  sinned”.   In  fact  today  after  6,000  years  and  a 
succession of falls.  Man today has degenerated to a much worse state. 
Nonetheless  “by the righteousness of one (Christ)  the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life.”
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His Righteousness today is just as effacious to cleanse us from sin as 
in Paul’s day.

Rom 5:19 “so by the obedience of One (Chirst’s righteous life) shall 
many be made righteous”

Summary:
Adam’s  sin  condemned  the  entire  race,  in  that  all  have  sinned. 
Adam’s offence offered no hope, neither now nor in the judgment.

The  second Adam’s  Righteous  life  and  atoning  sacrifice,  not  only 
cleanses  us  now,  justifying  and  sanctifying  (Rom  5:9,10)  us,  but 
assures us of “eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord”. (Rom 5: 21)

Adam’s  one  transgression  brought  condemnation,  but  Christ’s 
righteousness and sacrifice offers “an abundance of grace”(Rom 5:17)

“the free gift is of many offences unto justification.” (Rom 5:16)

“But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:” (Rom 5:20)

May we remember. “In the plan of redemption a way of escape is 
provided for all who will avail themselves of it.”  CTBH p 15
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Wednesday
The Restoration Part 1

The lesson begins with the statement “We were originally made in the 
image of God.  The plan of salvation is the process to bring us back to 
that state.  This isn’t just something that will happen at the Second 
Coming.   It’s a process that begins now.  The Holy Spirit is working 
in us to restore in us what has been lost through sin”

Although it is certainly true that the Holy Spirit is working in us to 
restore what has been lost through sin.  It certainly is not true that this 
restoration will take place at the second coming.  If we wait till then it 
will be too late, in-fact once probation closes it  will be forever too 
late!

When  Christ  ceases  His  mediatorial  work  as  our  High  Priest,  and 
announces “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is  
filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  still:  and  he  that  is  righteous,  let  him  be 
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  Rev 22:11

When this  decree  is  announced each ones  character  and  destiny is 
fixed.  The wicked will be filthy and unjust, the saints will be Holy 
and righteous. 

Any transformation in  our  characters  must  be  wrought  now,  while 
Christ  is  still  interceding,  while  His  life,  and His Righteousness  is 
available to us by faith.

Notice this solemn statement:
We are preparing to meet  Him who, escorted by a retinue of holy 
angels, is to appear in the clouds of heaven to give the faithful and the 
just  the finishing touch of immortality. When He comes He is not to 
cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us the defects in our characters, 
or  to  cure us of  the infirmities of  our  tempers  and dispositions.  If 
wrought for us at all, this work will all be accomplished before that 
time.  When the Lord comes, those who are holy will  be holy still. 
Those  who  have  preserved  their  bodies  and  spirits  in  holiness,  in 
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sanctification  and  honor,  will  then  receive  the  finishing  touch  of 
immortality.  But those who are  unjust,  unsanctified,  and filthy will 
remain so forever. No work will then be done for them to remove their 
defects and give them holy characters. The Refiner does not then sit to 
pursue His refining process and remove their sins and their corruption. 
This is all to be done in these hours of probation. It is now that this 
work is to be accomplished for us.  {2T 355.1}

Clearly  the  process  of  restoration  must  be  completed  before  the 
Second Coming.

In 2 Peter 1:2 we read the salutation “Grace and peace be multiplied  
unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,”   

Notice how we receive grace and peace in abundance “through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.”

This is the same knowledge Jesus prayed for; “And this is life eternal,  
that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent. “ John 17:3 

In the next verse Peter declares “According as his divine power hath 
given unto us all things that [pertain] unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:” 2 Peter 
1:3 

Peter  says  according  to  God’s  divine  power,  we  have  been  given 
everything we need in order to live a life of Godliness. 

How do we receive this divine power?

Again we read “through the knowledge of him”

Many today declare God is a mystery, and we cannot know Him. But 
here we read that  it  is  in  the  knowledge of  God that  allows us  to 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Your response to God is measured by  your knowledge of Him. The 
greater our understanding of His character of love, the greater it will 
be manifested in our lives.

That’s why Peter who says God “hath called us to glory and virtue” 

“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: 
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature” 2 Peter 1:4

It  is  through the knowledge of God, a knowledge of His love that 
gives us the evidence to trust in His promises and be partakers of the 
divine nature.

This is  very similar to  the promise in  John 1:12 “But as  many as  
received him,  to  them gave he  power to  become the  sons  of  God, 
[even] to them that believe on his name:”   

As  we  have  seen  throughout  this  quarters  study,  partaking  of  the 
divine nature is to partake of the life of Christ. 

The bottom of  Wednesday’s  lesson  states  regarding  the  process  of 
restoration, that it “will not be completed until there’s a new heaven 
and a new earth”

Not  sure  what  is  meant  by  this  statement.  While  it  is  true  that 
complete  restoration will  come after  the millennium, when sin  and 
sinners are no more.

And the first heaven and first earth have passed away Revelation 21:1 
“and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither  
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” 
Revelation 21:4  

Nonetheless the full restoration of God’s image in man comes before 
the close of probation.

We will explore this theme a little more in Thursday’s lessons. 
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Thursday
The restoration part-2

All the texts quoted in Thursday’s lesson reveal the restoration God is 
seeking to impart to us.

Romans 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with  
God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”

In order to be justified, and have peace with God one must be living a 
life of victory through Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:17  This life “in Christ” is likened unto a new creation 
“old things are passed away, behold all things are become new.”

Ephesians  4:24  This  new  man  “which  after  God” (after  God’s 
likeness) is created in righteousness and true holiness” 

Philippians 2:12, 13 God works in us to make us willing and able to 
obey His will.

1 Peter 5:10 “But the God of all grace ... make you perfect, stablish,  
strengthen, settle you.”

Thursday’s  lesson  then  states  “The  Christian  life  is  a  road  toward 
perfection (Rom. 12:2, James 1:4) a word that in the New Testament 
comes with the idea of “completion”, “fully grown” or “mature.”

Matthew 5:48  “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is  
in heaven is perfect.”

Does the verse say “be ye mature as your Father which is in heaven is 
mature.”

Jesus says “Be ye therefore perfect,  even as your Father which is in  
heaven is perfect”
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Only a few verses later Jesus prays “Thy will be done in earth, as it is  
in heaven.” Matthew 6:10

What is the will of God in heaven? Perfect righteousness and holiness. 
And Jesus prayed that the same will be done in earth.

Can Jesus keep us from falling?

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present  
you faultless before the  presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding joy”  
Jude 1:24  

Can we really perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord?
“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that  
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us” Ephesians  
3:20  

Notice  the  perfection  God  expected  and  has  made  abundantly 
attainable for us.

“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself 
in  His  church.  When  the  character  of  Christ  shall  be  perfectly 
reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His 
own.”  {COL 69.1}

The standard God asks of us is the same standard required of Adam, 
perfect obedience to His law. 

Notice these other inspired statements:

“Those who are  sanctified through the truth,  are  as bright,  shining 
lights, giving light to all that are in the house. Good works will be 
revealed in every true believer. The Lord can accept of nothing short 
of perfection of character, wholeness to God. Any half-hearted service 
will testify before the heavenly intelligences that you have failed to 
copy the Pattern.”  {SD 138.4}
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“The law of God will be satisfied with nothing short of perfection, of 
perfect and entire obedience to all its claims. To come half way to its 
requirements,  and  not  render  perfect  and  thorough  submission  and 
obedience, will avail nothing.” {4bSG 156.2}

“I entreat all, especially those who minister in word and doctrine, to 
make an unreserved surrender to God. Consecrate your lives to Him, 
and be indeed ensamples to the flock. Be no longer content to remain 
dwarfs in spiritual things. Let your aim be nothing short of perfection 
of Christian character.” {2T 521.2}

“We plead with you to perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord.  It is 
perfection that is required; and nothing short of perfection will enable 
you to see the King in his beauty.”  {RH, April 12, 1870 par. 4}

“Nothing short  of perfection of character will  meet the standard of 
God's law. The great power of God will surely come to His people if 
they  are  obedient  children  and  are  living  in  accordance  with  the 
character of Christ.”  {21MR 164.5}

“His perfect humanity is that which all His followers may possess, if 
they will be in subjection to God as He was.”  {DA 664.4}

As you can see, the prophet of the Lord had no problem with using the 
word “perfection” nor did our Saviour, not even the Father (See Job 
1:8; 2:3)

Dear friends, it is Satan who hates perfect obedience, for he knows his 
power is lost over the faithful and obedient.

“Satan  represents  God's  law  of  love  as  a  law  of  selfishness.  He 
declares that it is impossible for us to obey its precepts. … Jesus was 
to unveil this deception.  As one of us He was to give an example of 
obedience.  For  this  He  took  upon  Himself  our  nature,  and  passed 
through our experiences. … He endured every trial to which we are 
subject.  And He exercised in His own behalf  no power that is  not 
freely offered to us. As man, He met temptation, and overcame in the 
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strength given Him from God.  …By His humanity,  Christ  touched 
humanity; by His divinity, He lays hold upon the throne of God.  As 
the Son of man, He gave us an example of obedience; as the Son of 
God, He gives us power to obey.” {DA 24}

So friends the standard has not changed to meet the fallen sinner. God 
requires  perfect  obedience,  and  through  the  gift  of  His  Son,  His 
perfect life and intercession, we can receive “power to obey” we can 
be “freed from sin.”

As our Lord promised  “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye  
shall be free indeed.” John 8:36
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Friday

Friday’s lesson ends with a beautiful statement from 
The Desire of Ages p. 466

We will end our study with another statement from 
The Desire of Ages p. 26

“The work of redemption will be complete. In the place where sin 
abounded, God's grace much more abounds. The earth itself, the very 
field that Satan claims as his, is to be not only ransomed but exalted. 
Our  little  world,  under  the  curse  of  sin  the  one  dark  blot  in  His 
glorious  creation,  will  be  honored  above  all  other  worlds  in  the 
universe of God. Here, where the Son of God tabernacled in humanity; 
where the King of glory lived and suffered and died,--here, when He 
shall make all things new, the tabernacle of God shall be with men, 
"and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, and be their God." And through endless 
ages as the redeemed walk in the light of the Lord, they will praise 
Him for His unspeakable Gift,-- Immanuel, "God with us."” {DA 26.3}

Amen
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